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Italian co-operator in a common language which transcends
national boundaries. Secondly, the international solidarity
of the Communist Parties survives because there are men
who still have faith in it and cherish the belief that Russia
may use her power to create a Soviet Europe when Nazi
Germany is swept away. Thirdly, the League idea survives,
though its institutions have perished. It set an example
which in one respect at least is highly relevant to our thesis.
Anyone who visited Geneva, while international politics
were still centred in the League, would agree that the
Secretariat set up after the War was a remarkable and
novel body. It became, astonishingly, an international
staff with an international purpose. Until Hitler revived
the most blatant nationalism in Europe, it was true to say
that the British, the French, the Germans, the Spaniardis
and even the Italians of the Secretariat became public
civil servants, who had sunk their national allegiances in a
greater loyalty to the coming European order. They had
at their disposal the knowledge that was necessary, and
they handled it with an ability and with a disinterested
enthusiasm that was beyond praise. They failed because
the Governments which held the ultimate power did not
share their international outlook; the power that was
represented at Geneva was never put behind the institu-
tions that were set up.
To-day, we in Britain still have on our side the vast
power of the British Commonwealth, and we have within
this island the nucleus of Europeans that we need for our
task of organising a new social order. If we do not keep
them in internment camps, we have here men and women
who understand the weaknesses, as well as the strength, of
Fascist Italy, and who have struggled to organise revolu-
tion in Italy ever since the march to Rome; we have
scores of workers who have risked torture and death through
years of underground struggle in Nazi Germany; we have
Spaniards who fought for liberty throughout Franco's
civil war; we have Scandinavians, Dutchmen, Czechs,